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Abstract: this article is written for teachers with large classes of students who have encountered some of the
following or similar problems during speaking activities in their classroom. Why should teachers teach speaking
skills in the classroom? Many students equate being able to speak a language as knowing the language and
therefore view learning the language as learning how to speak the language, or as M. Nunan (1991) wrote,
"success is measured in terms of the ability to carry out a conversation in the (target) language ”. Therefore, if
students do not learn how to speak or do not get any opportunity to speak in the language classroom they may
soon get de-motivated and lose interest in learning. On the other hand, if the right activities are taught in the
right way, speaking in class can be a lot of fun, raising general learner motivation and making the English
language classroom a fun and dynamic place to be.
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PA3BBUTHUE PASI'OBOPHOHM PEYU B OFYUEHUU AHTJIMMCKOMY SI3BIKY
Opramesa H.JI. (Pecny6iuka Y30ekucraH)

Opeawesa Haspysa JJonép kusu — cmyoenm,
Kagheopa anenuiicko2o A3bIKA U IUMepamypul, Qaxyivmenm uHOCMPAHHbIX A3bIKOE,
Depeanckuii cocyoapcmeennuiil ynusepcumem, e. Pepeana, Pecnyonuka Y3bexucman

Annomauus: sma cmamusi Hanucana Oist yuyumenel ¢ 60bUWUMU KIACCAMU CMYOEHNO08, KOMOopble CIOIKHYIUCH
C HEKOMOPbIMU U3 CIeOVIOWUX UTU NOOOOHBIX npobrem 80 8pemsa 3aHamull 8 kiacce. Ilouemy yuumensa 0onxcHbl
VUUmMb A36IKOGbIM HAGbIKAM 6 Kidcce? MHozue yueHuku RpupagHuéaiom mo, Ymo OHU MO2YM 2060pumb Hd
KAKOM-TUO0 s13blKe, K 3HAHUIO 53bIKd, U NOIMOMY U3VHAIOM S3bIK, U3VUAsL, KAK 2060PUMb HA IMOM 53blKe, U,
kak nucan M. Hynan (1991), «ycnex usmepsiemcsi ¢ mouku 3peHusi CHOCOOHOCMU GbINONHAMb PA32080p HA
(yenesom) azvikey. [losmomy, ecau yyawuecs He yuamesi 2060puUmbs U He UMEIOM B03MOICHOCTNU BLICTYNUMb 6
A36IKOGOU WIKONE, OHU MOZYM 6CKOpe NOAYYUMb MOMUSAyUr0 u nomepsmos unmepec K obyuyenuro. C opyeou
CMOPOHDL, ecliu NPasUibHble OeliCMEUsi NPeno0armcs NPAGUNIbHO, 2080pUMb 6 KIACCe Modcem Oblmb 0YeHb
3a6a6H0, NOGLIUASL MOMUBAYUIO Ol Yuaujeeocss U Oelds KIACC aH2AUNCKO20 S3bIKA UHMEPEeCHbIM U
OUHAMUYHBIM.

Knrwuesvie cnosa: uenoseueckoe odwenue, npupasnusanie, oouue apeyMeHmsl, Kyibmyphbii bapbep.

Speaking is fundamental to human communication just think of all the different conversations you have in
one day and compare that with how much written communication you do in one day. Which do you do more of?
In our daily lives most of us speak more than we write, yet many English teachers still spend the majority of
class time on reading and writing practice almost ignoring speaking and listening skills. Do you think this is a
good balance? If the goal of your language course is truly to enable your students to communicate in English,
then speaking skills should be taught and practiced in the language classroom. Dealing with common arguments
against teaching speaking skills in the classroom Students won't talkorsay anything [1, 1991; 26-27].

One way to tackle this problem is to find the root of the problem and start from there. If the problem is
cultural, that is in your culture it is unusual for students to talk out loud in class, or if students feel really shy
about talking in front of other students then one way to go about breaking this cultural barrier is to create and
establish your own classroom culture where speaking out loud in English is the norm. From day one teach your
students classroom language and keep on teaching it and encourage your students to ask for things and to ask
questions in English. Giving positive feedback also helps to encourage and relax shy students to speak more.
Another way to get students motivated to speak more is to allocate a percentage of their final grade to speaking
skills and let the students know they are being assessed continually on their speaking practice in class throughout
the term. A completely different reason for student silence may simply be that the class activities are boring or
are pitched at the wrong level. So maybe you need to take a closer look at the type of speaking activities you are
using and see if they really capture student interest and create a real need for communication. Another way to
encourage your students to speak in English is simply to speak in English yourself as much as possible in class.
If you are shy about speaking in English, how can you expect your students toovercome their fears about
speaking English? Don't worry if you are not completely fluent or don't have that elusive perfect native accent,
as Swain (1985) wrote "We learn to speak by speaking" and that goes for teachers as well as students [2, 1985;
132-134]. The more you practice the more you will improve your own oral skills as well as help your students



improve theirs. When students work in pairs or groups they just end up chatting in their own language. Is the
activity or task pitched at the right level for the students? Make sure you give the students all the tools and
language they need to be able to complete the task. If the language is pitched too high they may revert to their
L1, likewise if the task is too easy they may get bored and revert to their LI. Also, be aware of the fact that some
students especially beginners, will often use their LI as an emotional support at first, translating everything word
for word to check they have understood the task before attempting to speak. In the case of these students simply
be patient as most likely once their confidence grows in using English their dependence on using their LI will
begin to disappear. Are all the students actively involved and is the activity interesting? If students do not have
something to say or do, or don't feel the need to speak, you can be sure it won't be long before they are chatting
away in their LI. These are just some of the problems that teachers with large classes face when teaching
speaking activities in the classroom. These problems are not new nor are the solutions offered above. Teachers
all over the world continue to face the same hurdles, but any teacher who has overcome these difficulties and
now has a large class of energetic students talking and working in English in groups together will tell you it is
worth all the trial and error and effort at the outset.
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